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To the Stupents of Harvarp Cot- 
LEGE, efpecially the Members of the 
“Senior CLass. * 


MY DEAR FRIENDS, _ 


TH E defire of gratifying your wifbes, and 
contributing to your moral improvement, has induced my 
ready confent to the publication of the enfuing Difcourfe. 
The refpectful and folemn attention with which it was 
heard, and the zeal which many of you have manifefted 
for its appearing in public, encourage a pleafing hope 
that the perufal of it may, under the divine bleffing, pro- 
mote that virtuous and Chriftian fobriety, which is the 
jirft ingredient in a truly great and excellent character. 
At the fame time, the unufual hajte, in which it was com- 
pofed, and is now fent to the prefs, pleads Sirangly for the 
indulgent candor of its readers. 


THose of you, at whofe reque/t, and for whofe fpecial 
Jervice this addrefs was prepared, will receive it as a 
fmall but friendly legacy from one who ardently wifbes 
your increafing honor, fatisfaction, and ufefulne/s. That 
the principles, which it recommends, may be deeply 
wrought into your underftandings and hearts, and hed 
their happy influenee upon the whole of your future exift- 
ence, is the fervent prayer of, 


YOUR DEVOYED FRIEND, 


DAVID = TAPP AN, 
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The Names of the Szwror Crass, to whom the follo 

Discourse was efpecially addreffed, are profente 

the public, at their defire, in the following alphabe 
order. 


DAVID*ABBOT, 
OLIVER AINSWORTH, 

TIMOTHY ALDEN, 

GEORGE WASHINGTON APPLETON, 
CHARLES HUMPHREY ATHERTQN, 
JOHN ATKINSON, 

WILLIAM BIGLOyW, 

AMES BOWERS, 

THOMAS BOWMAN, 

ISAAC BRAMAN, | 

DANIEL BROOKS, 

LUKE BROWN, 

FRANCIS DANA CHANNING, 
WILLIAM CROSBY, 
CHRISTOPHER CUSHING 

ELIJAH DUNBAR, 

DANIEL EMERSON, 

SAMUEL FLAGG, 

JACOB FLINT, 

THOMAS GEYER, 

JAMES BLAKE Hows, 

EDWARD JACKSON, 

DAVID KENDALL, 

JOSEPH MACKEAN, 

JESSE OLDS, 

STEPHEN PEABODY, 

JOSEPH PERKINS, 

SAMUEL STEARNS, 

HALL TUFTS, 
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‘Tor importance of the rifing generation 
mut forcibly ftrike every attentive and feeling mind. 
What folemn and momentous confequences are 
wrapped up in thofe impreffions, which are early 
ftamped upon their underftandings and hearts! On 
thefe impreffions are probably fufpended their own 
future honor or difgrace, happinefs or mifery ; the 
comfort or grief of their immediate connexions 3 
the chara¢ter and fate of their intimate companions ; 
and the moft important interefts both of human foci- 
ety and unborn pofterity. Thefe great interefts pe- 
culiarly depend on that part of our youth, which is 
formed by the hand of fcience in our public femina- 
ties. As this refpedtable Univerfity is foon to refign 
a confiderable number of her fons into the arms of 

“their country, I feel myfelf impelled by duty and af. 
fection, as well as by their united requeft, to intro- 
ducethe affeGing fcenewith apartingmonitoryaddrefs. 

I can think of no better guide toa difcourfe of thia 
kind, than thofe words of Paul irffthe seconp CHAP: 
TER OF HIS EPISTLE To TiTUs, THE SIXTH VERSE— 


YOUNG MEN LIKEWISE EXHORT TO BE SOBERMINDEDs 


Sopriety of mind is an emphatic and compre- 
henfive expreflion. It denotes a ftate of mind, 
which is found and healthy, regular and tranquil. It 
imports an habitual aptitude of the mental powers 
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for fuch exercifes and enjoyments, as ate worthy of 
a rational and immortal being. It ftlands oppofed 
both to intelleGual and moral diftraétion and folly ; 
and therefore includes a ferene and <enlightencd un- 
derftanding, a duly regulated will and affedtions, a 
temperate and decent, a manly and elevated deport- 
ment. It will be ufeful to confider this fobriety, as 
it refpects the leading ‘aculties and operations of our 
compound nature, and to point out fome oppofite 
vices, which are peculiarly incident to the rifing age, 
efpecially to yqung men of a learned education, 
SospriETyY in reference to the UNDERSTANDING Is 
aright ufe of reafon in the mveltigation of truth ; and 
ssh implies an impartial and diligent purfuit 
of it, ‘witha ready affent and firm ‘adherence to ie 
upon rational evidence. It therclore comprifes(a 
well founded and wnfhaken belicf of thofe moral and 
religious truths, which-hold up the eflential and ey- 
erla{ting difference between virtue and vice; the 


’ exiftence, perfections, and government of the Deity ; 
‘thé high charaCter and deftination, ‘yet prefent de. 


‘graded condition of man; and the confequent ne- 
ceffity, the abundant proof, and unrivalled” excel. 
lence of the Chriftian revelation. ‘Thefe truths are 
at Once fo interefting and fo manifeft, that a found 


and good mind will readily perceive and embrace 


them. ‘The fuppofition, therefore, of a fobermindéd 
atheift or deift in an enlightened Chriftian country, 
and efpecially in the bofom of the liberal arts, ap- 
pears abfurd in theory, as well as contrary to evident 


“fact. For as reafon, foberly exercifed, clearly difcovers 


the prime truths and obligations of natural religion ; 


“fo thefe difcoveries ‘of nature, honeftly and confift- 


ently purfued, will conduct the mind tothe full belief 
and welcome entertainment of divine revelation ; as 
they induced the beft heathen philofophers to defire 
‘and hope for fuch a favor. The avowal, therefore, of 
{ceptical or irreligious principles, which undermine 
the foundations of piety and morals, evinces a ftrange- 


7 
ly perverted and difordered mind. Such fentiments 
are commonly produced by the arrogant pride or vain 
affe€tation of fuperior abilities and learning ; by an 
ambitious defite of raifing the wonder and applaufe of 
the world by bold, foothing, or fingular doGtriues ; by 
afond attachment to human reafon and philofophy as , 
the univerfal {tandard of truth; and above all, by a 
heart and life oppofed to virtue, and devoted to fen- 
faality and vice. Infidelity is at once the offspring 
and the nurfe of moral depravity ; as too plainly ap- 
pears from the characters and writings of its princi- 
pal advocates, and from the general {pirit and man- 
ners of its votaries. 5 

Tue members of a Univerfity, and other young 
gentlemen of literary charaéters, are in fome refpects 
peculiarly liable to this dangerous mental intoxica- 
tion. For the courfe of their ftudies and reading, 
and the genius of their daily company, frequently 
give them fuch atafte for the beauties of the heathen 
claffics, for the artificial graces of compofition, or 
for the fubtilties of metaphyfical difputation, as in- 
fenfibly betrays them into a diftelifh and contempt of 
that artlefs fimplitity, which marks the general doc- 
_ trine, fpirit, and ftyle of the gofpel. This circum- 
flance, joined with the fafhionable liberality, diffipa- 
tion, and impiety of the age, and thofe charms of wit 
and erudition which furround fome of the champions 
of infidelity, loudly calls on you, my young friends, 
to pay an early and facred attention to your religious 
and moral principles, and to fix them on adeepand im- 
moveable foundation. To this end think modeftly of 
your own abilities. Cherifh a fpirit of humble and fair 
inquiry after religious truth. Liften to the uncorrupt- 
_ ed voice of reafon and confcience. Mark the native 
dignity, and the prefent moral weaknefs and corruption 
_ofhuman nature. Attend to the ftriking analogy be- 
tween natural religion and revealed, and the admira» 
ble correfpondence of both with the general confti- 
tution and courfe of nature; and with the evident 
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frame and condition of man. Endeavour with & 
candid and ferious temper, and with a good morai 
tafte, to examine the contents of revelation. Compare’ 
thefe with its external proofs, and with the obvious 
fentiments, wants, and feelings of your own minds. 
Such a procedure in a cafe fo important is diG@ated 
by fober reafon, and mutt produce an enlightened; ftea- 
dy and praétical adherence to the Chriftian religion. 

Tuts leads us to obferve that fobriety involves not 
only a rational and firm conviGtion of important 
truth, but a governing care to regulate the temper 
and conduct by it. It is the worlt fpecies of mad- 
nefs to contradi& in our practice principles and obli- 
gations, whofe certainty and unfpeakable moment 
are feen and confefled: This madnefs is peculiarly 
fhocking in charaéters illuminated with thé beams 
of fcience. A fober mind, favoured with Chrift. 
ian knowledge, muft imply the choice and purfuit 
of Chriftian virtue. It muft include right affection 
and action towards the yarious objets which re- 
ligion places in our view. It muft, therefore, em- 
brace every fuitable difpofition and expreffion of pie- 
ty towards our*Creator, Redeemer; and Sanétifier ; 
every proper feeling and proof of humble penitence 
for our patt follies and fins ; every fentiment and of. 
fice of fervent univerfal charity to our fellow-beings, 
joined with the various exercifes of a regular affec- 
tion to ourfelves. A fober, Chri‘tian felf-love will ins 
duce a vigorous and unwearied purfuit of our own 
higheft perfection and happinefs : It will confequent- 
ly fubject the inferior powers of appetite and paffion 
to the dominion of enlightened reafon, and ftudioufly 
preferve fuch a conftant regulation of body and mind, 
as may beft fit each for its deftined fervice and enjoy 
ment. Sobriety, in this view of it, coincides with per- 
fonal virtue or a proper felf government, to which 
the term is often reftricted ; and accordingly implies 
moderation, purity and felf denial ; meeknefs, con- 
tentment, and fortitude ; prudence, humility, and 
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diligence; and in a word, the affiduous cultivation 
of thofe fpiritual and heavenly difpofitions, which 
are congenial to the nobler and immortal part of our 
frame, and which tend to ripen it for complete and 
endlefs felicity. 

Tue vices, which ftand oppofed to chriftian fobri- 
ety, are too obvious to require a particular enumera- 


tion. I cannot, however, forbear to mention a few, 


which are too prevalent at the prefent day, efpecially 


among inconfiderate youth : [ wifh we could except 


fome whofe literary advantages and acquirements 
fhould render them fuperior to fuch aggravated folly 
and bafenefs. The light and wanton abufe of the 
name of God; the negleé or irreverent treatment of 
his worfhip ; the proftitution of his facred day to 
idlenefs or fportive recreation ; the practical con- 
tempt of the leading truths and inftitutions of Chrif- 
tianity, and particularly of the mediation and redemp- 
tion of the Savior ; the carelefs omiflion, or pointed 
ridicule of that ftrid and fublime virtue, which the 
gofpel enjoins upon us in our private and focial ca- 
pacities ; an unlimited tafte for feenes of pleafure 
and diffipation, for corrupting and pernicious amufe- 
ments, for expenfive fhow and magnificence ; a floth- 
ful wafte of time, and impatience of clofe and ufeful 
application ; a difrefpectful and ungovernable fpirit 
and deportment towards furperiors ; the allowed prev- 
alence of proud and vain, of angry and envious 
paflions, or of fordid, impure, or extravagant appe- 
tites ; thefe and other fimilar follies and vices are 
inconfiftent with a fober mind, and difgrace at once 
the man and the Chriftian. 

Tuat I may, by the divine bleffing, excite your 


- deteftation and careful avoidance of thefe evils, and 


engage you to think and aé& in the truly rational 
manner reprefented above, letme place before you 
the beneficent operation of chriftian fobernefs upon 
the charaéters and profpedts of young men, who are 
preparing, by a learned education, for the higher de- 
partments of fociety. B 
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Ficure to yourfelves a youth commencing and 
profecuting his collegiate courfe under the influence 
of thofe manly principles, which we have defcribed. 
See what decorum, what dignity of charaéter thefe 
principles produce ! How do they lift him above ev- 
ery thing trifling and vicious, efpeciz® above thofe 
excefles, which dire€tly lofe the man in the brute ! 
With what contempt and abhorrence does ‘he regard 
that infipid indolence, that thoughtlefs levity, that 
vulgar, profane, or riotous amufement, which have 


fometimes intruded into the hallowed temple of 


{cience ! In what a rational and advantageous man- 
ner does he adjuft his ftudies, his reading, his fociak 
mtercourfe, and even his innocent diverfions ! Pof- 
fefling a folemn and delicate fenfe of refponfibility to 
his Maker and his own mind, to his friends and the 
public, for the ufe which he makes of his fuperior ad- 
vantages, he is confcientioufly diligent in his literary 
applications, as well as regular and amiable in his 
civil and moral deportment. He confiders it as a 
bafe and treacherous abufe of parental affection to 
proftitute the fruits of its confidence and liberality 
to fuch gratifications, as would tend to wound his 
connexions and benefactors, and entail infamy and 
ruin upon himfelf. He labors to excel in thofe 
branches of {cience, which are moft congenial and 
improving to his own mind, and which may render 
him moft ufeful to his fellow men ; which may en- 
able him to hold out a dir ting and cheering lamp 
to a benighted and erring world. Senfible that the 
beft interefts of fociety are effentially connected with 
thofe of piety and yirtue, and that the lower claffes 
of the people are greatly influenced by the fentiments 
and manners of literary characters and public nurfe- 
ries of f{cience, he is careful to exemplify the various 
branches of univerfal goodnefs in his own temper and 
life, and to promote them among his fellow f{tudents. 

In a word, his underftanding, his modefty, and 
his moral feelings are too found and accurate to per- 
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mit him to be cither a pedant, a dogmatift, or a {cep- 
tic, efpecially in the fublime and important f{cience 
of religion. While he is too wife and fober either 
to difpute or attempt to prove firft and felf evident 
principles, efpecially on moral fubjects ; he will not 
abfurdly reqé/#e mathematical proof or a full com- 
prehenfive view of points, which, though manifeftly 
true and momentous, are incapable either of ftrict 
demonttration or adequate folution. 

Havinc accompanied our fober minded ftudent 
through his academic courfe, let us follow him into 
the great theatre of human fociety. The favor and 
eftimation which he has already acquired by his afli- 
duity, proficiency, and virtue, go before him as an 
herald to introduce him with advantage to the confi- 
dence and fervice of the public. His enlightened, 
’ prudent, and religious principles affift him to a happy 

choice of his future profeffion, and engage him to 
fuch preparation for and behavior in it, as promife 
him reputation, comfort and fuccefs. Thefe princi- 
ples fortify him againft the numerous attacks of 
‘temptation, and preferve him fteady and fecure in 
the delicate path of fidelity and honor. They confe- 
erate all his abilities and opportunities to fome wor- 
thy and profitable end, efpecially to the Godlike 
- purpofe of advancing the credit, and extending the 
influence of chriftian fentiments and morals; which 
his own delightful confcioufnefs, as well as the con- 
current voice of reafon?*»bfervation, and {cripture, | 
affures him are the main pillars both of private and 
focial felicity. 

In a word, chriftian fobriety is in every view 
friendly to the votaries of fcience. It gives confift- 
ency and perfection to their literary and civil, as well 
as to their moral and religious character. It at once 
{trengthens the intelle¢t, refines the tafte, exalts the at- 
fections, and dignifies the manners. [t conduces both 
to inward peace and outward profperity. It engages 
the efteem and confidence of men, and the far more 
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important approbation and bleffing of God. Itinfures 
a ufeful life, a happy death, and a blefled eternity. 

‘Luts imperfect delineation of the fuperior excel. 
lence and unfpeakable advantages of a-fober mind 
thould peculiarly recommend it to the ‘young mem. 
bers of this Univerfity. You are looking forward, 
my friends, with pleafing but anxious emotions to 
manly life. You are ready to anticipate fcenes of 
diftinguifhed honor, ufefulnefg and happinefs, as the 
due reward of your prefent expenfive and laborious 
preparation. Many of you hope, after a few years, 
to fil {tations of dignity in civil or religious fociety, 
and in them to be the directors, the rulers, and the 
patterns of mankind. . 

-Tuar your fond anticipations may be realized, I 
muft earnefily exhort you to cultivate the fentiments 
and difpofitions above defcribed. 

Tuts is the fure, the only path to picnrry anp 
HONOR. For what is true honor, what is fubftantial 
glory, but the native and refleéted luftre of moral 
worth, or the magnanimity and fplendor of confcious, 
refolute, vitorious goodnefs ? Without this, the moft 
fhining intelle@tual or exterior accomplifhments will 
neither merit nor enjoy the refpect of thofe, whofe 
approbation confers real credit and fatisfattion. If a 
comprehenfive and enlightened underftanding were 
a fuflicient title to honor, the prince of malignant 
fpirits would be a moft noble and illuftrious charac- 
ter. Orif the polite, the brilliant and graceful quali- 
ties rendered their pofleffor honorable, who would 
ftand higher on the roll than *a late noble au- 
thor, whofe writings and manners were elegant 
and charming, yet hollow, deceitful, corrupting, 
and therefore truly mean and difgraceful? O guard, 
my young hearers, again{t the dangerous fafcination 
of falfe or miftaken honor. A juft fentiment of -dig- 
nity will make you ftudioufly ambitious of copying 
the moral excellencies of the Deity, of poffefling his 
unerring approbation, and of contributing to the 

® Chefterfield, 
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happinefs of his rational offspring. ‘Which leads 
me to add, that 

Wrrnour religious fobriety you cannot expect to 
be eminently ussFuL. For nothing fhort of a com- 
manding principle of piety and benevolence can in- 
fure a faithful adherence to duty, or a fteady line of 
ufeful conduét in fcenes of prefling temptation. The 
greateft capacities and means of ufefulnefs, not direct. 
ed and animated by religious goodnefs, will too prob- 
ably be either indolently neglected, riotoufly wafted, 
or direétly perverted into engines of mifchief and ruin. 

Mucu lefs can you expett to derive folid and per 
manent Happiness from any other fource. , For a 
fober mind, and that only, conttitutes the health and 
perfection of the foul. This fits its feveral powers — 
for their proper functions, conducts them to their ad- 
equate objects, and thus fills them with the moft re- 
fined and fatisfying enjoyment. But the greateft 
combination of natural, literary, or external advan- 
tages can never anfwer thefe purpofes ; they can yield 
only a fuperficial and fanciful, an interrupted and 
toillome fatisfaGion. The choiceft fweets, which 
learning, wealth, {plendor, power, and fenfual indul- 
wence united can afford, were long fince extracted 
by the wifeft of men: The refult of his experiment, 
a refult echoed by conftant and univerfal experience, 
is, that all thefe, without religion,are vanity and vexa- 
tion of {pirit. 

Ir the irreligious man be thus inwardly poor and 
wretched even in his beft eftate, what muft he be 
in the trying fcenes of adverfity, in the agonizing 
hour of death, and in a future ftate of impartial and 
endlefs retribution ? The united voice of nature and 
reafon, of experience and fcripture proclaims the final 
mifery of impenitent vice. A moral character contra- 
ry to religious febriety carries in its own bofom the 
feeds and beginnings of future wretchedneds, and is 
~ tighteoufly condemned to it by the natural and re- 
yealed conftitution of heaven. It is therefore equal- 
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ly foolifh and impious for any to pretend that the be. 
lief and practice of religion are proper and neceflary 
only for the ignorant and fuperltitious populace: 
They are equally and infinitely important both to 
the learned fcholar and the illiterate vulgar; but 
with this ftriking difference, that the guilt and con- 
demnation of the former, if found deftitute of them, 
will be heightened by all his literary advantages and 
accomplifhments ; fo that the doom of the untutor~ 
ed favage will be an enviable fate compared to his. 

Tuis folemn train of thought applies with peculiar 
force to thofe ftudents of the Univerfity, who are 
foon to venture on the untried fcenes of a bufy and 
feducing world. ‘To thele, therefore, I will now ad. 
drefs the remaining part of my difcourfe. 

I rrust, my young friends, that you feel emotions 
of gratitude for the diftinguifhing kindnefs of divine 
Providence in giving you opportunity to lay a broad 
foundation for future excellence and ufefulnefs. It 
is my earneft wifh and hope that you may on this 
foundation ere&t a confiftent and honorable fuper- 
ftructure ; that it will be your emulous and conftant 
endeavour that your accomplifhments and manners 
may comport with your fuperior education, and with 
the progreflive ftate of American refinement. You 
cannot forget that the reputation and intereft of learn- 
ing in general, and of this feminary in particular, 
will, under God, greatly depend upon you; that a 
fober and difcerning public reafonably expect a great- 
er dignity of fentiment and behaviour, a more nice 
and facred regard to every rule of decorum, of prob- 
ity, of honor and of religion in you, than in the rude 
mafs of uncultivated mortals. You will alfo remem- 
ber that your country has high claims to the enlight- 
‘ened and powerful aid of her learned fons in fupport- 
ing and improving her order, freedom, and glory 5 
and that the part which they fhall aé, will greatly af- 
fect the general caufe of human liberty, virtue and 
happineis. 
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To fulfil the juft expectation both of Heaven 
and earth will, I hope, be the conftant object of your 
ambition and zeal. ‘To this end your deportment in 
fociety will be a ftudious and pleafing difplay of un- 
affe@ied modefty, condefcention, and courtely, joined 
with inflexible honefty, cautious prudence, and man- 
ly virtues To acquire the important art of ferving 
mankind in the moft acceptable and ufeful manner, 
you will cultivate an intimate acquaintance with hu- 
man nature and life in their various forms. For this 
purpofe, you will occafionally mix with the feveral 
claffes of fociety, and carefully attend to their diverfi- 
fied capacities, fentiments, paffions, and infirmities ; 
that by thefe avenues you may gain accefs to their un- 
derftandings and hearts, and, by the blefling of @pd, 
conduG them to knowledge, virtue, and happinefs. 
By a prudent and endearing intercourfe with man- 
kind, and by exemplifying in their view the meliorat- 
ing influence of a learned and chriftian education, 
you will contribute to remove unfortunate preyudices 
againit this our ALMA Maver, and recommend her 
to the public efteem as the nurling parent of every 
thing amiable and happy. At the fame time your 
filial refpect for her, and wife regard for your own 


reputation will reftrain you from frequently amufing. 


the unlettered circle with exaggerated or exulting 
tales of youthful follies committed by a few of her 
inconfiderate fons. 
s» You will feek to honor yourfelves and your 
friends, and to increafe your general ufefulnefs, by a 
nice felection of your familiar affociates ; by the puri~ 
ty and dignity, the ardor and conftancy of your attach- 
ments; by the rational yet fervent fpirit of your de- 
votions ; by your confpicuous reverence for the doc- 
trines, inftitutions and minifters of the gofpel; by 
your exemplary practice and encouragement of every 
virtue, which cannourifhandadorn our rifingrepublic. 
You will be ever on your guard again{t the dan- 
gerous ambition of erecting or following the ftandard 
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of religious or political faétion. You will never feck 
popular fame or promotion by exciting ignorant and 
envious clamors againft thofe to whom the people have 
confided their important concerns. Ina community fo 
young, fo free, and enlightened as ours, real talents 
and merit have no occafion to employ meafures fo bafe 
and mifchievous to raife themfelves into notice and 
employment. <A recourfe, therefore, to fuch expedi. 
ents is a fhrewd fymptom, at leaft in moft cafes, that 
their authors are confcious of a worthlefs charaéter, 
and are feeking to varnifh and emblazon it with the 
falfe glare of affected fuperior fagacity, patriotifm, or 
religion. 
As moft of you, on your entrance upon adtive lifé, 
_ colffemplate the ferious yet pleafing tafk of inftructing 
and forming our children ; you will endeavour to im- 
prove the common methods of education into a more 
rational and moral culture of their underftandings 
and hearts. While you are ftoring their memories 
with words, and teaching their lips an accurate and 
graceful pronunciation ; you will aim to enrich their 
minds with valuable ideas, and efpecially to plant in 
their tender bofoms the early fentiment and love of 
order and moral beauty, of republican virtue and 
{criptural. piety. 

AND now, my friends, may God Almighty blefs you! 
Under his heavenly benediétion may you fhineas lights 
in the world! May each of you exhibit the fcholar, 
the gentleman, the patriot, and the Chriftian, in ev- 
ery {tation which Providence may affign you! May 
the luftre and good influence of thefe combined excel- 
lencies be feen and felt by thoufands both of the pred 
ent and fucceeding generations ! May confcious fidel- 
ity and ufefulnefs give comfort and dignity to your 
exiftence here, and through the merits of the Sav- 
ior introduce you to exalted felicity and honor in 
the regions of blifs. 


